Current challenges, concepts, and controversies in chest tube management.
Competent chest tube management represents the mainstay of postoperative care for the cardiothoracic patient. Patency and integrity of mediastinal and pleural catheters is crucial to preservation of cardiopulmonary performance. Despite the relatively brief period of time these catheters dwell, knowledge of their placement, function, and current research findings relevant to their care is essential for appropriate nursing interventions. This article addresses application and management of chest tubes, autotransfusion techniques, and areas for future nursing research.